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Preamble 

The more alert of you might have noticed that there wasn’t a June issue. There were a number of 
factors at play (including a dose of the dreaded lurgy), but the principal one was a complete 
absence of copy for publication. 

Club Matters                                                    AGM 

After a break of two years, the AGM returned to the Clubhouse. Sixteen members attended so the 
meeting was deemed (barely) quorate. Your Committee for 2022/23 comprises … 

Chairman – Peter Newby 

Treasurer – Norman Blacklock 

Secretary – Linda Nicholls 

Site Manager – John Lazzari 

Workshop Manager – Steve Lowe 

Newsletter Editor – Mike Maguire 

Other Members – Brian Benton, Stu Davidson, Adrian Morley, Brian Nicholls, John Rowley, Ian 
Spencer 

Webmaster – John Rowley 

Librarian & Assistant – Stu Davidson, John Duncan 

Accounts Examiners – Diana Blackburn, Mary Graham 

Ian Spencer stood down as Treasurer, a position he’s held for twelve years. I’m sure the 
membership will be grateful for his diligent and unflinching stewardship of the Club’s finances 
through both good and difficult times. He remains on the Committee as a sage counsellor. Norman 
Blacklock takes over the reins, and we wish him well. 

Robin Evans also relinquished his Committee membership after a stint of ten years. In recognition 
of his outstanding contributions to the Club’s facilities, notably the Ground-level Track Signalling 
System and significant help bringing the new Clubhouse to completion, he has been made a Life 
Member. His seat is taken over by Adrian Morley, who joined us from the disbanded Beamish 
Group. If you don’t know Adrian yet, just seek out a paintbrush and you’ll probably find him 
attached to its handle. 

Boiler Inspectors 

Boiler Inspectors remain as previously – Gordon Bullard, Stu Davidson ( 0191 253 1842, 0794 931 
3367, stu.davidson@blueyonder.co.uk ), Eddie Gibbons, Brian Nicholls ( 0167 081 6072, 0752 
230 0752, b.nicholls@sky.com ) and Ian Spencer. Please remember to arrange tests in advance, 
either directly of via the Secretary. 
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TSMEE Open Weekend 

Coming up very soon is the Open Weekend, taking place on July 16th/17th. These events are 
always enjoyable, but require a lot of work to organise and manage. If you are willing to help out, 
in any capacity on either or both days, please contact the Secretary asap. 

TSMEE Policy Documents 

In the March issue, it was reported that a major review of the Club’s documents was underway, 
and that many were now hosted on the Website, together with printed versions held in the 
Clubhouse. Two more have recently been added – “Operation of Locomotives on the Garden 
Railway” (Document G3, General Operation) and “Membership Application” (Document D10, 
General Documents). 

Users of the Garden Railway track must familiarise themselves with the first one as soon as 
possible. Those without web access can view the printed version in the Clubhouse. 

Public Running Days – Vehicle Access 

A reminder that, on Public Running Days, vehicle access to the site is difficult to manage once 
trains have started running on the ground-level track. If you intend to bring vehicles in, please 
make every effort to do so before 10:30am so that ground-level operations can commence 
without interruption. 

Scrap Drive 

Another Scrap Drive is underway. If you have any non-ferrous material you don’t want, please 
bring it along to Steve Lowe before the end of July. 

 

Visits to Other Societies’ Open Days 

We have recently received a new guidance note from our Insurers concerning TSMEE members 
who run their locomotives as visitors at the Open Days of other Societies. There is no basic 
change to the existing arrangement, in that, in the event of your having to make a claim, it would 
be TSMEE’s Insurance which would cover you. However, there is now a requirement that the host 
Society records full details of the visitors’ insurance.  To this end, you should be asked for a copy 
of TSMEE’s Members Liability Certificate, which shows the relevant information. This form is 
issued to an individual member, and is available from the Secretary. It is valid until the Society’s 
insurance is next due for renewal (currently April 2023). As well as producing the form, you will be 
asked for a contact address or e mail. 

In addition, there is guidance on members’ friends or relatives who are not members themselves 
but may attend as visitors or helpers on a day when the general public is not being admitted (e.g. 
assisting in the kitchen on an Open Day). This is permitted, but for them to be insured while on the 
site, they should be made Day Members. We already have forms at the Clubhouse for this 
purpose and Day Membership can be arranged on the day by Committee members. 

Ian Spencer 

Vehicle Access Sunday 24th July 

Because of the “Pride” event taking place over that weekend there will be no vehicle access to 
Exhibition Park on Sunday 24th July (vehicle curfew 11:00 to 00:00). 

 



Member’s Musings 

Quite Interesting 

Phil Page 

Near the ferry landing in Desenzano on Lake Garda stands a plinthed steam locomotive. At first 
glance it looks a bit odd, as though the cylinders are missing. They are not. 

 

In 1910, the Ferrovie dello Stato (Italian State Railways) began building a 2-6-0 “Mogul” 
locomotive for mixed-traffic use on steeply-graded lines. A total of 188 of these very successful 
engines was built and were known locally as the “Signorine” (“Young Ladies”) because of their 
elegant lines (each to their own, I suppose). The odd appearance is because the cylinders are, 
rather unusually, inside the frames. This example, in static preservation in a public park, is No. 
625.076, built in 1913 by Construzione Mechaniche di Saronno. 

 



Silas Ephine & Co. 

Tom Fullerey 

Few people in the 21st Century, and fewer still outside East Anglia, will be familiar with this 
Company. It’s mentioned here only because the boundary fence and gates between TSMEE and 
the car-park, by coincidence or design, bear a marked resemblance to a pattern originating with 
Silas Ephine & Co. of Ipswich. Silas (b.1823) was the only great-grand-son of Jean-Luc Ėphine du 
Rémy, a Huguenot cabinet maker of some renown, who escaped religious persecution in France 
in 1687 and took up residence in Colchester. Here, he abandoned his furniture-making activities in 
favour of agricultural products such as livestock sheds, field fencing and gates, then much in 
demand as the Fenlands were being gradually drained. The business flourished for the next three 
generations 

Silas had served an apprenticeship with Charles Burrell (Engineers) & Co. in Thetford in the early 
1840s where he learned the art of blacksmithing. However, with a bequest from a wealthy relative, 
he was able to buy the old business from his Father and re-locate to Ipswich under his own (now 
Anglicised) name. The new premises featured a much-improved smithy for fine iron-work and a 
saw-mill to process timber in-house. Here, he invented his characteristic “half-box” gate hinge 
design to fit to the fence rail rather than the post, and triangular-section fence picket which proved 
to have better wind-resistance properties than the traditional flat. 

His fencing and gates became so popular and widely used that his name became synonymous 
with the product, leading to the oft-heard cry of “Shut the Ephine gate”. In Silas’ memory, it’s 
something we should all strive to do when entering or leaving the site. 

 

Postamble 

You probably divined that the piece about Silas Ephine was pure fiction (credit for the hinge design 
actually belongs to member Jim Scott). It was included only to reinforce (without nagging) a point 
made some time ago about managing unwanted access by members of the public. 

As to content for future issues – I have one piece in preparation, but after that the editorial 
cupboard is, again, bare. If you don’t want to read any more of my drivel, you’d better get writing 
something yourselves .... 

 

 

Contact information 
 

Newsletter Editor – Mike Maguire – mike.maguire@btinternet.com 
 

 Club Secretary – Linda Nicholls – lindanic@sky.com – 01 670 816072 
 

Website – www.tsmee.co.uk      Webmaster – John Rowley – johnrowley@btinternet.com  
 

Headquarters and Multi-gauge Track – Exhibition Park, Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4PZ 
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